
DUTTON PARK 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

EMBRACING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
St Ita’s, Dutton Park, 

St Francis of Assisi, West End &  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fairfield. 
 

Under the care of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

MASS TIMES 
 

St Ita’s Church  

(Pope St., Dutton Park) 

Monday to Friday: 6.15am 

Saturday (Vigil): 5pm 

Sunday:  8.00am 

  10.30am (Indonesian) 
 

St Francis’ Church  

(47 Dornoch Tce., West End) 

Sunday: 9am 
 

Church of Our Lady of  

Perpetual Succour  

(Victoria St., Fairfield) 

Sunday: 7am  

(Anointing of the sick: 1st 

Sunday and upon request.) 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday 9.30am monthly 

1st Saturday  St Francis’ 
2nd Saturday St Mary’s  
3rd Saturday  St Ita’s 

Family preparation sessions are 
held at St Ita’s church on the first 
Thursday night of each month at 

6.30pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday  

St Ita’s: 4-4.50pm 

(or upon request 30 mins  

  before or after mass) 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 
(20 Merivale St., South Brisbane) 

Monday to Friday: 7am 

Saturday: 8am (Rosary after Mass) 

Sunday: 9am and 5pm 

Confession: Sat 8.30-9.30am; 

    Sun 4-4.45pm 
 

ST ITA’S SCHOOL 
Phone: (07)3838 8400 
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au  

Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au 

NEWSLETTER 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

24th September 2017 

Administrator:  Fr. Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Ass. Administrator: Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap 

Parish Secretary:  Bernadette Maguire 

Sacramental Administrator: Kate Dart 

Email:  stitaspar@bne.catholic.net.au  

Telephone:    (07) 3844 2744 

Mail:   PO Box 3857, West End, Qld 4101 
 

Parish Office:  47 Dornoch Terrace 

   West End  Qld  4102 
 

Office Hours:  9am - 1pm, Mon-Fri 

Website:   www.duttonparkcatholic.org.au 

(07) 3257 2258 
www.odonnelllegal.com.au 

Dear Parishioners 

By imitating Christ, we are invited to serve Him, to 

do His will, but more importantly, it means to be-

come like Him. St Francis of Assisi, has been de-

scribed as the most Christ-like because of his com-

plete transformation. He loved Jesus wholeheartedly, 

lived the Gospel completely, and preached the Gos-

pel by his words and life. He put on Christ and de-

sired that his followers do the same by living in obe-

dience, chastity and poverty, by following the teach-

ing and example of Our Lord Jesus Christ. He fulfilled 

the Lord’s words to the prophet Isaiah in today’s first 

reading by thinking like God and faithfully following 

God’s way. He observed St Paul’s advice to the Phi-

lippians to “Avoid anything in your everyday lives 

that would be unworthy of the Gospel of Christ.” Fi-

nally, as a humble friar and putting himself in the last place, he is now ex-

alted, takes his place with Our Lord, and intercedes for us struggling to 

imitate Christ. 

Monday begins the Novena (nine days of prayers) to St Francis, an oppor-

tunity to pray for each other and for ourselves. God has given us an ex-

ample of the perfect Christian in St Francis, let us humbly ask him to in-

tercede for us so that we too may become more Christ-like by living the 

Gospel way of life. 

I invite you to join me in praying the novena to St Francis found below 

and continued on the back of this newsletter. 

May the Lord answer all your prayers. 

Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap 

St. Francis of Assisi Novena Prayers 
Opening Prayer 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Holy Saint 
Francis, through your kind intercession we seek holiness above all things. We seek 
the faith, hope and love that allowed you to joyfully renounce the pleasures of 
earthly life and to radically follow our Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for us that we enjoy 
the privilege of suffering with and for the poor in the example of Jesus. Help us to 
be always grateful for the all blessings we have received and the strength to over-
come our most pressing concerns, especially… (Mention your intentions here, fol-
lowed by the daily prayer) 

Concluding Prayer 
St. Francis, help us in praying for the grace to truly repent for 
our sins and actively seek reconciliation with God. May the bless-
ings we obtain through your intercession deepen our faith, and 
inspire us to store treasures in Heaven, where we hope to spend 
eternity with the Almighty Father. Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and forever shall be, world without end. Amen St. Francis of Assi-
si, Pray for us! In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
Daily Prayers for St. Francis Novena 
Day 1 –  St. Francis, as you left a comfortable life to lead a life 
of poverty and service to our Lord Jesus Christ, we ask you to 
pray that we also realize the folly of seeking to amass material 
gains and experience worldly pleasures. This day I humbly forego 
(_____) as an offering to God our Father, hoping this act signals 
a start of my conversion. 
Day 2 – Holy St. Francis, when you decided to serve in the man-
ner of our Lord Jesus Christ you entrusted your whole life to his 
Divine Providence. Emboldened by your example, I resolve to 
entrust the favorable resolution of my situation to God our Fa-
ther, through your most kind intercession. 
Day 3 – Glorious St. Francis, you have acted as a peacemaker 

even in the face of extreme physical danger. Through your pray-
ers, may we also be imbued with a desire to find peaceful resolu-
tions to the problems that plague us, even in the most trying of 
times. As an offering to our Almighty Father, I resolve to forgive 
all the wrongs I have suffered from my fellow men. 
Day 4 – Holy St. Francis, your concern for God’s creation has 
caused you to be named patron of ecology. May we, through 
your prayers, follow your footsteps in being good stewards of all 
of creation which God our Almighty Father has provided. May we 
also be faithful stewards of the skills and abilities we have been 
given. 
Day 5 – Blessed St. Francis, when you were blessed with the 
decision to serve our Lord, you abandoned everything and sur-
rendered yourself totally to God’s will. Obtain for us the same 
trust in God, that the Holy Spirit may guide our every thought, 
word and deed. 
Day 6 – Holy St. Francis, through your prayers, may we be 
blessed with the desire to give all of our strength, and abilities 
towards serving God’s purpose in our lives. May our lives be filled 
with complete faith and the hope of spending eternity with our 
Heavenly Father. 
Day 7 – Glorious St. Francis, you were untiring in your service to 
the poor. Obtain for us the same capacity for mercy and desire to 
give of ourselves that we may one day be considered worthy of 
the promises of Christ. 

Day 8 – Holy St. Francis, you spent your life evangelizing and 
won over many people to God. We beseech you to have pity on us 
poor sinners, that through your intercession, God may grant that 
our doubts be replaced with the certainty that the Holy Spirit will 
continue to guide us through life’s many trials towards His eternal 
kingdom. 
Day 9 – Almighty Father, through the kind intercession of St. 
Francis, we humbly ask for the grace to be free of the fears and 
anxieties that beset us, especially (repeat your special intentions 
and requests here). May we be relieved of the causes of our dis-
tress, that we may be able to better serve as the instruments of 
your Divine Purpose on earth. 



Parish Activities 

Dutton Park, West End & Fairfield 
Collections Last Weekend 

1st Collection: $938.90 + $70.77 (Direct Debit)=$1009.67 
2nd Collection: $728.00 + $128.46 (Direct Debit)=$856.46 

This Tuesday 26th September at 7pm 
Mass and Rosary 

Come and join us for prayer, meditation,  
praise, worship, and  

enjoying the presence of Christ.   
St Francis’ Hall47 Dornoch Terrace, West End. 

All are welcome! 
Hosted by St Mary’s and  Dutton Park Parishes 

ST FRANCIS’ TABLE 

Every Monday 10-1pm at St Francis’ Hall, West End.  

All welcome! 

ST MARY’S FUNDRAISING CONCERT 
 has been postponed to 2018.    

New date will be advised in the near future.  

Centenary Mass Celebration of 

St. Ita’s Church 

10am, Sunday 15th October 2017 
Please note there is no 8am mass on this day. 

St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day 

A mass dedicated to the feast day of St. Francis of 

Assisi will be celebrated on Sunday 8th October at 

St. Francis Church at 9:00am.  A picnic at Orleigh 

Park, Hill End Terrace will follow along with a 

‘Blessing of the Animals’. Please bring a picnic morning 

tea/lunch and your pets for this community gathering. 

Dogs must be on a leash at all times, cats and chickens 

need to be in crates or cages. 

Important Sacramental Dates Coming Up... 
 

St Mary’s  - South Brisbane 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday 19th Oct. - 6.00pm 
First Holy Communion: Sunday 22nd Oct. - 9.00am  

St Francis  - West End 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday 25th Oct. - 6.00pm 
First Holy Communion: Sunday 29th Oct. - 9.00am   
 

 Please keep these children in your prayers.   

Want to become a Catholic?  
Join our RCIA Program 

Every Saturday at 2.30pm in the St Ita’s Church.  
Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

St Mary’s Church has been invited to participate in the 
2017 Brisbane Open House weekend 7-8 October.    
This is a free public event which acknowledges Brisbane’s 

architecture and St Mary’s provides an early example of a 

church built in a style derived from Italian Romanesque 
and Renaissance architecture in inner-City Bris-
bane.   The Fundraising Team will be holding a Sausage 
Sizzle at the event to raise much needed funds for our 
maintenance and renovation projects.    

TWO MINUTE CATECHISM 
 The spiritual meaning of the Virgin Mary’s name 
 

After her birth (celebrated liturgically on September 8) 

the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary decided to name 
their newborn child, “Mary” (her naming is celebrated on 
September 12). They did so cooperating in God’s divine 

plan, giving her a name that would be invoked for all 
eternity. 
Similar to other biblical names, the name “Mary” is not 
without meaning and has a host of spiritual connections. 
First of all the Hebrew form of Mary is miryam and some 
biblical scholars have seen in it the Hebrew words mar 
(bitter) and yam (sea). This first meaning can refer to 

Mary’s bitter suffering at the cross and her many tears of 
sorrow. 
Another interpretation of the word mar renders Mary’s 

name to mean “drop of the sea” and St. Jerome rendered 
it in Latin as stilla maris, which was later changed to stella 
(star) maris. This accounts for a popular title for Mary as 
“Star of the Sea.” Mariners at the time were accustomed 

to looking at the stars to find guidance and to discern 
which direction they were going and so calling Mary stella 
maris referred to Mary’s ability to guide sinners along the 
path to Eternal Shores. 
Yet another rendering of miryam focuses on the Hebrew 
word mari and sees in it the word “mistress” or “lady,” 

thus making Mary “Lady of the Sea.” 
St. Bonaventure took all of these meanings and combined 
their symbolism, giving each one its own spiritual mean-
ing. 
This most holy, sweet and worthy name was eminently 
fitted to so holy, sweet and worthy a virgin. For Mary 
means a bitter sea, star of the sea, the illuminated or illu-

minatrix. Mary is interpreted [as] Lady. Mary is a bitter 
sea to the demons; to men she is the Star of the sea; to 
the Angels she is illuminatrix, and to all creatures she is 
Lady. 
St. Thomas Aquinas also related similar symbolism, “Mary 
means Star of the Sea, for as mariners are guided to port 
by the ocean star, so Christians attain to glory through 

Mary’s maternal intercession.” 
While the exact etymology is still debated among schol-
ars, the Church has traditionally accepted these saintly 

interpretations and regards Mary as the “Star of the Sea,” 
to whom we all look up, and strive to follow during the 
tempest here below. 
 

By Philip Kosloski @ https://aleteia.org 

Towards the Marriage Vote 

 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge clarifies a few points that 
can be unclear in the debate on same-sex marriage, in his 

letter. Pastoral letters are at the back of the church or you 
can view this letter at:  
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/articles/towards-marriage-

vote/  
 

Australian Christian Loby spoke out —Survey forms 

will arrive this week.  This survey is a referendum on 
whether we want radical LGBTIQ sex and gender educa-
tion programs in our schools, it is about free speech and 
freedom of religion.  
The Honourable John Howard OM, AC spoke out about 

the direct threat to the Christian presence in the public 

sphere—”Changing the definition of marriage … is not 

an exercise in human rights and equality, it is an ex-

ercise in de-authorising the Judaeo-Christian influ-

ence in our society” what this by clicking on the follow-

ing link: http://www.acl.org.au/

watch_john_howard_speak_about_marriage  

 

Coalition For Marriage  Know the Facts and Know the 

Consequences—it is vitally important that all Australians 

are aware of the serious consequences that changing the 

marriage law will have on both individuals and institutions.  

For more information visit https://

www.coalitionformarriage.com.au/  and select the 

‘CONSEQUENCES’ tab. 

St Ita’s Church Cleaning Bee 
In preparation for the  

St Ita’s 100th Celebration 
Saturday 7th October - 8am 

Volunteers needed please   
All cleaning products provided 

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar (Psalm Responses) 
25th Week in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday 25th:  

R/ The Lord has done marvels for us. 
 

Tuesday 26th:  

R/ Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Wednesday 27th: St Vincent de Paul (Memorial) 

R/ Blessed be God who lives for ever. 
 

Thursday 28th:  

R/ The Lord takes delight in his people. 
 

Friday 29th: Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael (Feast) 

R/ In the sight of the angels I wills ing your praises, 

Lord. 
 

Saturday 23rd: St Jerome (Memorial) 

R/ The Lord will guard us, like a shepherd guarding his 

flock. 

Entrance Antiphon 

I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, 

I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever  
 
First reading   Isaiah 55:6-9 

My thoughts are not your thoughts. 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 144:2-3,8-9,17-18 

The Lord is near to all who call him. 

 

Second reading    Philippians 1:20-24,27 

For me to live is Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation          cf Acts 16:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers 

for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the work-

ers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his vine-

yard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others 

standing idle in the market place and said to them, 

“You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair 

wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again 

at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. 

Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why 

have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no 

one has hired us” they answered. He said to them, 

“You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the work-

ers and pay them their wages, starting with the last 

arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were 

hired at about the eleventh hour came forward and re-

ceived one denarius each. When the first came, they 

expected to get more, but they too received one denar-

ius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. 

“The men who came last” they said “have done only 

one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, 

though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the 

heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I 

am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one 

denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay 

the last comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right to 

do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I 

am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, 

last.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon    Ps 118: 4-5 

You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; 

may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes. 
 

Next Sunday’s readings: 1st reading: Is 55:6-9; 2nd 

reading: Phil 1:20-24, 27; Gospel: Mt 20:1-16 
 

Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commis-
sion on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts from the Lec-
tionary for Mass © 1981, ICEL 

Need a Christian Gift? 
Christmas Cards and Rosary Braclets  

now added to the collection! 
Sister Salvacion and her St Francis Table 

helpers are making gifts such as cards, 
sacramental candles, rosary beads and medals.  The 

funds raised through the sale of these 
items will help fund the restoration of St 
Mary’s Church.  If you are interested in 

purchasing any of these items please see 
Sister Salvacion after mass or call the Parish Of-
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