
DUTTON PARK 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

EMBRACING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
St Ita’s, Dutton Park, 

St Francis of Assisi, West End &  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fairfield. 
 

Under the care of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

(07) 3257 2258 
www.odonnelllegal.com.au 

MASS TIMES 
 

St Ita’s Church  

(Pope St., Dutton Park) 

Monday to Friday: 6.15am 

Saturday (Vigil): 6pm 

Sunday:  8.00am 

  10.30am (Indonesian) 
 

St Francis’ Church  

(47 Dornoch Tce., West End) 

Sunday: 9am 
 

Church of Our Lady of  

Perpetual Succour  

(Victoria St., Fairfield) 

Sunday: 7am  

(Anointing of the sick: 1st 

Sunday and upon request.) 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday 9.30am monthly 

1st Saturday  St Francis’ 
2nd Saturday St Mary’s  
3rd Saturday  St Ita’s 

Family preparation sessions are 
held at St Ita’s church on the first 
Thursday night of each month at 

6.30pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday  

St Ita’s: 5-5.50pm 

(or upon request 30 mins  

  before or after mass) 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 
(20 Merivale St., South Brisbane) 

Monday to Friday: 7am 

Saturday: 8am (Rosary after Mass) 

Sunday: 9am and 5pm 

Confession: Sat 8.30-9.30am; 

    Sun 4-4.45pm 
 

ST ITA’S SCHOOL 
Phone: (07)3838 8400 
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au  

Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au 

NEWSLETTER 

Administrator:  Fr. Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Parish Secretary:  Bernadette Maguire 

Sacramental Administrator: Kate Dart 

Email:  stitaspar@bne.catholic.net.au  

Telephone:   (07) 3844 2744 

Mail:   PO Box 3857, West End, Qld 4101  

Parish Office:  247 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park 

   Qld 4102. (Enter via Pope Street) 

 

Office Hours:  9am - 1pm, Mon-Fri 

 

Website:   www.duttonparkcatholic.org.au 

AWAKEN: Together in Christ 
 

Every Tuesday at 7pm 

St Francis’ Hall. 

47 Dornoch Tce., West End. 

Come and join us for prayer, meditation,  

praise and worship,  

and enjoying the presence of Christ.  

 All are welcome!   

Hosted by St Mary’s and Dutton Park Parishes 
Parishioners have been receiving amazing healings 
in their lives , come along and receive God’s Graces  

in your life and circumstances this week. 

 

Advertise your business here. 

Dear Parishioners 
The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as Gaudete Sunday. The 

word “gaudete” is derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and 

“gaudeo,” to rejoice or be glad.  Gaudete is taken from the Entrance Anti-

phon for this Sunday, "Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gau-

dete" ("Rejoice in the Lord; again I say, rejoice," Philippians 4:4). 

On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. For the 

first two weeks of Advent, the theme of focus was focused on “The coming 

of the Lord!”  But with Gaudete Sunday, the theme of focus is - “The Lord 

is near.”  Hence this shift is marked by a lighter mood and a heightened 

sense of joyous anticipation. 

Liturgically, the colours lighten as well. The priest usually wears 

rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete Sunday and Laetare 

Sunday. On this day, we light the third candle of the Advent wreath, which 

is also rose-colored or pink. 

Gaudete Sunday reminds us that God who loves us is still in charge 

and that we await his coming not with fear, but with tremendous joy.  What 

is joy?  

Pope Francis talked about the difference between happiness and 

joy: 

“To be happy is good, yet joy is something more. It’s another thing, 

something which does not depend on external motivations, or on passing 

issues: it is more profound. It is a gift. 

“To be ‘happy at all moments, at all cost,’ can at the end turn into 

superficiality and shallowness. This leaves us without Christian wisdom, 

which makes us dumb, naïve, right? All is joy … no. Joy is something else; 

it is a gift from the Lord.” 

If joy is a gift from the Lord, then the Lord Himself is our first and 

greatest gift, and the only one that will never tarnish or break or fade. 

Gaudete Sunday reminds us that the gift has not yet arrived, but it’s very 

near. 

So even though you may be having happy times during Advent, 

Gaudete Sunday is a moment to stop and reflect on the source of true joy. 

And if the Advent season has brought causes for stress and sorrow into 

your life, then lighting the rose candle is an opportunity to take heart and 

refocus on what the Mass of Christ is all about. 

Happy Gaudete Sunday! 

 

Pax et Bonum.   

Fr Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Gaudete Sunday: 3rd Sunday of ADVENT (Year A) 

11th December 2016 



Dutton Park, West End & Fairfield  
Collections Last Weekend 

1st Collection: $959.20 + $61.55 (Direct Debit)=$1020.75 
2nd Collection:$696.75 + $96.15 (Direct Debit)=$792.90 

Entrance Antiphon    Phil 4: 4-5 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

Lighting of Advent Candle Responses 

Priest: Lord Jesus you are the Good Shepherd who 

lays down his life for his sheep.  

R/: Come and lead us to the eternal life you promise.  

Priest: Lord Jesus you are the Good Shepherd who 

knows his flock and calls each one by name.  

R/: Come and lead us to the eternal life you promise.  

Priest: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd ready 

to search out and look for the lost sheep. Israel to ful-

filment of the promise.  

R/: All: Come and lead us to the eternal life you prom-

ise. 
 

First reading          Isa 35:1-6, 10 
God himself will come and save us. 
 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 145:6-10 
Response: Lord, come and save us. 
 

Second reading           James 5:7-10 
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s 
coming will be soon. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Matthew 11:2-11 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and 
he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 
the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 

life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 
the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wil-
derness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then 
what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? 

Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in 

palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the 
one of whom scripture says: 

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way before you. 

‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon    Cf. Is 35: 4 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
 

Next Sunday’s readings: 1st reading: Is 7:10-14 2nd 
reading: Rom 1:1-7; Gospel: Mt 1:18-24 
 

Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass © 1981, ICEL 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Day (Sunday 25th December): 
 

OLPS, Fairfield 7am Mass  

St Ita’s  8am Mass 
 

St Francis   8am Carols followed by Mass (9am) 
 

St Mary’s  9am Mass  
 

St Mary’s  5pm Mass  

Christmas Eve (Saturday 24th December): 
 

St Ita’s 

5.30pm Christmas Carols followed by Mass at 6pm  

St Mary’s 

7.30pm Christmas Carols followed by Mass at 8.00pm 

St Vincent de Paul Annual Christmas Appeal 
 

Please bring Christmas goodies from next week to go 

into food parcels for those in need. Non perishables 

and please think of all those special foods you love to 

see on your table Christmas Day—imagine the excite-

ment they will feel opening up a hamper filled with 

Christmas treats. Leave parcels under the Christmas 

tree or near the crib. Cash donations to be left in the 

St Vincent de Paul cash donations box. 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 

 
The Parish Office will be closed from 

lunchtime Friday, 23 December 2016 

and will re-open on  

Monday 16th January 2017. 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 
 The families of St Ita's have been invited 
by Fr Lam to lead the singing and readings 
for Christmas Eve Mass which will be held at 

6pm on Saturday 24th December.  Car-
ols will start at 5:30pm.  We are looking 
for children and adults to join the Christmas 
choir, play instruments and read.  Young children are 
invited to dress as angels or shepherds.  There will be a 
practice one afternoon in the church in the week leading 
up to Christmas. We hope many of you will join us to 

lead the singing of favourite carols and a selection from 
Monday night’s Christmas Concert. If you would like to 
join the Choir or play an instrument please contact Sr 
Loretta so that we can tell you when the practice will be 
on.  Email:  ursulin@bigpond.net.au ; (ph) 3394 1056, 
or mobile 0417 210 577. 

TWO MINUTE CATECHISM 
 
Why Christmas Trees? 

Q. Why do we have Christmas trees? How did the custom 
originate?  
 
A. Though Christians in our culture tend to take Christmas 
trees for granted, a child may sometimes ask the obvious 

question: What does a tree have to do with Jesus’ birth-
day? 
We don’t really know for sure how this holiday tradition 
began. What we do know is that about 500 years ago, 
Christmas trees began showing up in homes throughout 
Germany. Small fir trees were decorated with apples, wa-
fers, nuts, dates, pretzels, paper flowers, and sugar orna-

ments, which children collected as gifts on Christmas Day. 

Over a period of several centuries, the Christbaum, or 
“Christ tree,” spread to other nations. 
However the first Christmas tree came to be, today it has 
become a beautiful symbol of the Nativity. Like the ever-
green branches, God’s love never withers. The lights re-

mind us that Christ is the light of the world. Bells, a sign 
of joy, make us think of church bells calling us to worship 
Him. 
An angel atop the tree points to the angels that an-
nounced His birth. A star on the highest branch repre-
sents the Star of Bethlehem, which guided the Wise Men. 
Gold-colored ornaments remind us of the gold they 

brought to Jesus. Candy canes look like a shepherd’s 
crook; they recall that shepherds visited the stable, and 

that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 
Why, then, do we have Christmas trees today? Because 
they help us remember who Jesus is and why He was 
born. 
 

“Christmas” vs. “Nativity” 
Q. The origin of the name for Christmas in languages such 
as Spanish (Navidad) and Italian (Natale) is obvious, 
since these words mean “nativity,” referring of course to 
the birth of Our Lord. So where do we get the name 
“Christmas” in English? 

 
A. Our English word “Christmas” comes from the Old Eng-
lish Cristes Mæsse, “Christ’s Mass.” The earliest recorded 

use of the term comes from the year 1038. 
 
The Spanish Navidad, Italian Natale and French Noël all 
ultimately derive from the Latin Dies Natalis, “Natal 

Day” (or birthday). 
 
Taken from Our Sunday Visitor, www.osv.com 

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar (Psalm Responses) 
 

Monday 12th: Our Lady of Guadalupe (Memorial) 

R/ Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
 

Tuesday 13th: St Lucy (Memorial) 

R/ The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 

Wednesday 14th: St John of the Cross (Memorial) 

R/ Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the 

earth bring forth a Saviour. 
 

Thursday 15th: 

R/ I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 

Friday 16th: 

R/ O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

Saturday 17th:  

R/ Justice shall flourish in his times and fullness of 

peace for ever. 

AWAKEN: 
Together in Christ 

Our last meeting for the Year.  

Christmas celebration!!! 
This Tuesday at 7pm 

St Francis’ Hall. 
47 Dornoch Tce., West End. 

Come and join us for praise and wor-
ship, followed by our Christmas celebra-
tion. All are welcome! 

Hosted by St Mary’s and Dutton Park Parishes 

ST FRANCIS’ TABLE 
Last meeting for the year.  This Monday we will have a 

Christmas party and sing Carols.  
This Monday, 10-1pm, at St Francis’ Hall, West End.  All 

welcome. 

Homeless Christmas Celebration 
Saturday 17th December, 6.30-8.30pm, in front of St 

Mary’s Church.  We will have a BBQ, sing carols and give 
out gifts to the homeless. If you would like to contribute 
to this you can drop gifts off at St Mary’s Church. 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS  
If you require a Hospital Chaplain to visit you at the hos-

pital (PA or Mater), would you please call the hospital at 
which you are located. If you ask for the Switchboard and 
advise them of your request for a priest, the Switchboard 
will know which priest is on duty. There have been a 
number of incidences where a chaplain is no longer re-
sponsible for a certain hospital or where the chaplain is 
on a day off and has been disturbed unnecessarily. Thank 

you for your consideration. Fr Bob Harwood  

Support for Family in Need 
A family who have been a part of St Thomas More’s Par-
ish, Toowoomba for a number of years are in need of 
urgent support.  They arrived in Australia as refugees 
and have enjoyed the friendship and support of the par-
ish during this time.  A number of weeks ago the young-
est girl in the family had a tragic accident which has left 
her with significant medical challenges.  The family have 

spent the past two months constantly supporting her at 
the Lady Cilento Hospital.  

In order to keep the family together it is necessary that 
they move to Brisbane.  The family are in great need of 
rental accommodation and family support.  They have a 
good rental record and require a 3 bedroom 
house.  Please consider how your parish community may 

be able to help.  If you can assist please call St Thomas 
More’s Parish on 07 46359555 or 
email  parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Religious Instruction in State Schools 
Would you like to share your love for Christ with his lit-
tlest ones?  In many State schools, a lack of instructors 

is depriving children of the opportunity to know 

Christ.  Is he calling you to help?  Training to enable you 
to do that is being provided. 
Monday 12th December, 9-12.30pm. 
Nolan hall, Leslie St, Nundah 
Please contact Genevieve (3256 7493; 0434 284 251) to 
register your interest.   
You can do this if you have even half an hour a week 

during the day to spare, or you only feel confident 
enough to be an assistant. 

A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols Wednesday, 14 

December 7.00pm. St. Stephen’s Cathedral is pleased 
to announce the traditional carol service containing your 
favourite carols to sing, as well as Advent & Christmas 

music for massed choir.  The service will be led by mem-
bers of different choirs of the Cathedral – the Cathedral 
Choir, the Schola, and the Chorale. Free admission, retir-
ing collection. Car parking available in the Cathedral car 
park (entry via Charlotte Street). Enquiries cathe-
dral@bne.catholic.net.au telephone 3324 3030.  

mailto:ursulin@bigpond.net.au
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