
DUTTON PARK 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

EMBRACING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
St Ita’s, Dutton Park, 

St Francis of Assisi, West End &  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fairfield. 
 

Under the care of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

(07) 3257 2258 
www.odonnelllegal.com.au 

MASS TIMES 
 

St Ita’s Church  

(Pope St., Dutton Park) 

Monday to Friday: 6.15am 

Saturday (Vigil): 6pm 

Sunday:  8.00am 

  10.30am (Indonesian) 
 

St Francis’ Church  

(47 Dornoch Tce., West End) 

Sunday: 9am 
 

Church of Our Lady of  

Perpetual Succour  

(Victoria St., Fairfield) 

Sunday: 7am  

(Anointing of the sick: 1st 

Sunday and upon request.) 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday 9.30am monthly 

1st Saturday  St Francis’ 
2nd Saturday St Mary’s  
3rd Saturday  St Ita’s 

Family preparation sessions are 
held at St Ita’s church on the first 
Thursday night of each month at 

6.30pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday  

St Ita’s: 5-5.50pm 

(or upon request 30 mins  

  before or after mass) 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 
(20 Merivale St., South Brisbane) 

Monday to Friday: 7am 

Saturday: 8am (Rosary after Mass) 

Sunday: 9am and 5pm 

Confession: Sat 8.30-9.30am; 

    Sun 4-4.45pm 
 

ST ITA’S SCHOOL 
Phone: (07)3838 8400 
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au  

Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au 

NEWSLETTER 
4th Sunday of ADVENT (Year A) 

18th December 2016 

Administrator:  Fr. Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Parish Secretary:  Bernadette Maguire 

Sacramental Administrator: Kate Dart 

Email:  stitaspar@bne.catholic.net.au  

Telephone:   (07) 3844 2744 

Mail:   PO Box 3857, West End, Qld 4101  

Parish Office:  247 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park 

   Qld 4102. (Enter via Pope Street) 

 

Office Hours:  9am - 1pm, Mon-Fri 

 

Website:   www.duttonparkcatholic.org.au 

Dear Parishioners 
 

In one more week we will celebrate the feast of Christmas.  Today is our 

last get-together before the day of our Lord’s coming.  To help us with our 

final preparations the Church offers us a model, Saint Joseph.   
 

In his own way, St Matthew describes ‘the Annunciation of St Joseph.’  Af-

ter discovering his fiancée was pregnant, Joseph wanted to leave her qui-

etly.  What suffering he must have endured. Like Mary, Joseph received a 

visit from an angel asking him to agree to God’s plan for Mary. The angel 

reassured him saying that the Holy Spirit was the father of Mary’s child. 

Our Gospel today says, “When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of 

the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.” Just as Mary 

said, “I am the handmaid of the Lord, let what you have said be done to 

me”, Joseph also did likewise when he obeyed the angel.  
 

There is a legendary story of St Joseph’s story that I would like to men-

tion.  You may notice a depiction in sacred art, both paintings and sculp-

tures, showing St. Joseph holding a staff, stick, or rod, from which flowers 

are blooming.  Now there is no reference of this in the Gospels, but it is 

mentioned in the apocryphal (non-canonical) gospels - the Protoevan-

gelium of James and the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew.  The story of St 

Joseph’s wooden stick and the blooming flowers goes like this: 
 

“After Joachim and Anna, Mary’s parents, presented Mary in the Temple 

when she was 3 years of age, they allowed her to remain there as a temple 

virgin dedicated to God’s service. When Mary was on the verge of woman-

hood, the high priest announced that it was time for all of the temple vir-

gins of that age to return home so that marriages could be arranged for 

them. Mary, however, said that she could not do this since her parents had 

dedicated her to the service of the Lord and that she herself had made a 

vow of virginity to God. When the high priest sought guidance from God, a 

loud voice called forth all of the men of the House of David who had not 

taken a wife, instructing them to come to the Temple and to bring a branch 

Celebrations at St Francis Table  

AWAKEN: Together in Christ 
 

Every Tuesday at 7pm 

St Francis’ Hall. 

47 Dornoch Tce., West End. 

Come and join us for prayer, meditation,  

praise and worship,  

and enjoying the presence of Christ.  

 All are welcome!   

Hosted by St Mary’s and Dutton Park Parishes 
Parishioners have been receiving amazing healings 
in their lives , come along and receive God’s Graces  

in your life and circumstances this week. 



Dutton Park, West End & Fairfield  
Collections Last Weekend 

1st Collection: $955.95 + $61.55 (Direct Debit)=$1017.50 
2nd Collection:$745.25 + $96.15 (Direct Debit)=$841.40 

Entrance Antiphon    Cf. Is 45: 8 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

Lighting of Advent Candle Responses 

Priest:  Lord Jesus, the angel Gabriel announced 

your coming to the Virgin Mary.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  
 

Priest:  Lord Jesus, the angels sang at your birth of 

the peace given to all people who enjoy God’s favour.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, the angel came to strengthen 

you in the garden in your time of need.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  
 

First reading    Isaiah 7:10-14 

The virgin will conceive 
 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 23: 1-6 

Response: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
 

Second reading    Romans 1:1-7 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Matthew 1:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A virgin w bill give birth to a son; 

His name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came 

to live together she was found to be with child through 

the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of 

honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to 

divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do 

this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary home as your wife, because she has con-

ceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give 

birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because 

he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ 

Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son  

and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph 

woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told 

him to do: he took his wife to his home. 
 

Communion Antiphon   Isaiah 7: 14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel. 
 

Next Sunday’s readings:  

Night: 1st reading: Is 62:1-5 2nd reading: Acts 

13:16-17, 22-25; Gospel: Mt 1:1-25 

 

Day:  1st reading: Is 52:7-10  

2nd reading: Heb 1:1-6; Gospel: Jn 1:1-18 

 
 

Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commis-
sion on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1981, ICEL 

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar (Psalm Responses) 
 

Monday 19th: 

R/ Fill me with your praise and I will sing your glory! 

Tuesday 20th: 

R/ Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory!. 

Wednesday 21st: 

R/ Cry out with joy in the Lord, you holy ones;  

  sing a new song to him. 

Thursday 22nd:  

R/ My heart rejoices in the Lord, my Saviour. 

Friday 23rd: 

R/ Lift your heads high and see;  

  your redemption is near at hand. 

Saturday 24th:  

R/ For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Day (Sunday 25th December): 
 

OLPS, Fairfield 7am Mass  

St Ita’s  8am Mass 
 

St Francis   8am Carols followed by Mass (9am) 
 

St Mary’s  9am Mass  
 

St Mary’s  5pm Mass  

Christmas Eve (Saturday 24th December): 
 

St Ita’s 

5.30pm Christmas Carols followed by Mass at 6pm  

St Mary’s 

7.30pm Christmas Carols followed by Mass at 8.00pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 
The families of St Ita's have been invited by 
Fr Lam to lead the singing and readings for 
Christmas Eve Mass which will be held at 

6pm on Saturday 24th December.  Car-
ols will start at 5:30pm.  We are looking 
for children and adults to join the Christmas 
choir, play instruments and read.  Young children are 
invited to dress as angels or shepherds.  There will be a 
practice on Thursday 22nd Dec  in the church., when we 
can allocate jobs and rehearse. We hope many of you 

will join us to lead the singing of favourite carols and a 
selection from Monday night’s Christmas Concert. If you 
would like to join the Choir or play an instrument please 
contact Sr Loretta on.  Email:  ursulin@bigpond.net.au ; 
(ph) 3394 1056, or mobile 0417 210 577. 

We remember those whose anniversaries  

occur at this time, especially  

John Eric Wiley and Leslie Robert Wiley  

11th December 2016 

May they forever rest in peace. 

The Truth About Santa Claus? 

Q. I’ve had a number of disagreements with my 

friends, Catholic and non-Catholic, about what we 

should tell our children about Santa Claus. What do 

you think? 
 

A. This particular debate never seems to end. Is Santa 

Claus a bit of harmless fun, or a lie that turns kids' at-

tention away from Jesus? What should we tell our 

youngsters about St. Nick? 

Why not tell them the truth? I don’t mean a somber 

lecture about how reindeer can’t really fly. I mean the 

story of the real, historical St. Nicholas—a man whose 

life pointed beautifully to Jesus. 

Born in Asia Minor more than sixteen centuries ago, 

Nicholas was a bishop who gave his life to serve oth-

ers. He worked miracles and brought many people to 

faith in Christ. He also shared his wealth with the poor 

and took special care of children. 

We don’t know much more for sure than that, though 

legends abound. But this much is certain: St. Nicholas 

shone so brightly with the love of Jesus that the 

Church has never been able to forget him. 

Over the years, some Christians honoured him by 

dressing up like him and giving children gifts. As his 

fame spread across many countries, his costume and 

his name took many forms. The Dutch called him 

“Santa Claus” and introduced him to America. In our 

country, the red suit, sleigh and reindeer were added 

to his portrait. 

Whatever we may think of these more recent notions 

of St. Nicholas, they shouldn’t keep us from telling our 

children the truth about a great servant of God. If we 

share with them the story of the real St. Nicholas, we 

won’t be turning their attention away from Jesus. In-

stead, we’ll be showing them how the Child of the 

manger can shine even now through a heart that’s de-

voted to Him.  Taken from Our Sunday Visitor 

www.osv.com  

Calling all musicians 
 

Fr Lam invites any musicians who 

would like to play for  

Christmas Eve mass to please contact Sarah 

Atchison on atchison.sarah@gmail.com    

Practice at  4pm Thursday 22 Dec in the church.   

St Francis Sunday School 
Starting 29th January 2017 

8am—8.45am in the St Francis Hall 

Children 7yrs—13 years  
Run by Immaculatine Franciscan Sisters 

Register your children with Sr Salvacion or the Parish 
office. 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 

 
The Parish Office will be closed from 

lunchtime Friday, 23 December 2016 and 

will re-open on  

Monday 16th January 2017. 

to lay on the altar. The voice said that one of the 

branches would bloom forth with flowers and that the 

Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, would land upon the 

branch. Joseph was one of the men who came and 

when he placed his branch on the altar, it immediately 

bloomed into flowers and a dove descended from 

heaven and landed on it, thus revealing that Joseph 

was to take the virgin Mary as his spouse.” 
 

Pax et Bonum.   

Fr Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Awaken: Together in Christ 

What a wonderful celebration on Tuesday 
evening.  Nearly 100 people joined together 

in Praise and Worship to Thank God for the 
wonderful things He has done for us and 

through us this year. The night wrapped up 

with carols and an incredible feast shared 
together, such love, joy and laughter shared 

what a blessing this ministry is  
to our community. 

Resumes on 17th January 2017 

NO 4pm Adoration and Evening 

Prayer at St Mary’s 
from Sunday 25th December to Sunday 
8th January.  We will resume on Sunday 

15th January 2017. 

Advent Confession 
 

St Francis Church:  

Tuesday 20th Dec. 6-7pm 
 

St Mary’s Church:  

Wednesday 21st Dec. 6-7pm 

ST FRANCIS TABLE  
 

celebrated a successful year with a 
large group attending Christmas 

carols and lunch at St Francis Hall 
on Monday morning.  Thank you to 
the tireless efforts of the Immacu-

latine Franciscan Sisters and their 
band of helpers who love to minis-

ter to the local community each 
Monday.  This wonderful ministry 

will resume on  

Monday 30th January 2017. 

Wish Pope Francis a Happy 80th 
Birthday!  
On Saturday, December 17, Pope 
Francis turned 80 years old.  Any-

one wishing to send a greeting to 
the Holy Father, can do so by email 
at the following addresses: 
PopeFrancis80@vatican.va 
A special hashtag has been created 

on Social media for the Pope’s birthday: #Pontifex80 

mailto:ursulin@bigpond.net.au
mailto:atchison.sarah@gmail.com
mailto:PopeFrancis80@vatican.va

