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CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

EMBRACING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
St Ita’s, Dutton Park, 

St Francis of Assisi, West End &  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fairfield. 
 

Under the care of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

NEWSLETTER 
Fourth Sunday of ADVENT (Year B) 

24th December 2017 

 

MASS TIMES 

 
St Ita’s Church  
(Pope St., Dutton Park) 
Monday to Friday: 6.15am 
Saturday (Vigil): 5pm 
Sunday:  8.00am 
  10.30am (Indonesian) 
 

St Francis’ Church  
(47 Dornoch Tce., West End) 
Sunday: 9am 
 
Church of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Succour  

(Victoria St., Fairfield) 
Sunday: 7am  
(Anointing of the sick: 1st Sunday 
and upon request.) 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday 9.30am monthly 

1st Saturday  St Francis’ 
2nd Saturday St Mary’s  
3rd Saturday  St Ita’s 

Family preparation sessions at St 
Ita’s church on the first Thursday 
night of each month at 6.30pm 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday St Ita’s: 4-4.50pm 
(or upon request 30 mins  
  before or after mass) 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 

(20 Merivale St., South Brisbane) 
Monday to Friday: 7am 
Saturday: 8am (Rosary after Mass) 
Sunday: 9am and 5pm 
Confession: Sat 8.30-9.30am; 
    Sun 4-4.45pm 
Devotion: First Friday of each month 

at 6pm 

 
ST ITA’S SCHOOL 

Phone: (07)3838 8400 
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au  
Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au 

A RESPONSE TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION’S FINAL REPORT  
 The Royal Commission’s examination of sexual abuse in the Catholic 
Church and the response to it by leadership is now done.  The final report 
is vast and its recommendations are many.  So there’ll be much to digest 

and act upon in the coming years as the full impact is felt in the Church 
and beyond. 
 The report reveals not only the appalling extent of the abuse but also 
the gross failure of Church leaders to deal properly with allegations, to de-
liver justice for victims and to co-operate with civil authorities.  It shows 

that those who were abused within Catholic institutions were far too often 
not believed and that they were neither justly treated nor provided with 

adequate redress.  For too long, the Church denied the extent of the abuse 
and its devastating impact on its victims, their families and their friends. 
 These years have been an agonising journey for everyone, not least 
for the victims who bravely came forward to tell their stories.  We now 
know how difficult it is for those who’ve been abused to reach a point 
where they can tell their story; it can take decades.  And one of the real 

achievements of the Royal Commission is that it’s provided a safe space for 
survivors to be heard and to be believed. 
 For the Catholic community, it’s been a deep humiliation, and I can 
only hope that humiliation will give birth to humility in a Church which ac-
cepts vulnerability beyond any attempt at justification or rationalisation, a 

Church willing to listen and learn, especially from the survivors of abuse 
themselves. 

 Sexual abuse of the young in Catholic institutions and its handling by 
Church leaders has been a colossal failure; and I can only express an acute 
sense of shame and apologise profoundly to all who have suffered.  What 
has happened has done incalculable damage to those who were 
abused.  It’s also shaken the Catholic Church in this country to the 
core.  Everything possible must be done to heal the wound, to right the 
wrong and to ensure that the future is very different from the past.  Now 

that the Royal Commission is over, it can’t just be back to business as usu-
al. 
 The Church has to commit to change – not only personal change as 
each of us learns to see and hear differently, but institutional change as 
well.  This will mean an ongoing transformation of our procedures and pro-

tocols in the area of safeguarding.  Much has been done already, but 

there’s no room whatever for complacency. 
 We’ll also need cultural change – saying no to a Church that seeks its 
own protection and self-preservation at all costs, that turns in on itself ra-
ther than reach out to the wounded and distressed.  This will also mean 
changes to incorporate greater transparency and accountability in the gov-
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Entrance Antiphon:   Cf. Is 45: 8 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

Lighting of Advent Candle Responses 

Priest: Lord Jesus, the angel Gabriel announced 

your coming to the Virgin Mary.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  

Priest: Lord Jesus, the angels sang at your birth of 

the peace given to all people who enjoy God’s 

favour.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  

Priest: Lord Jesus, the angel came to strengthen 

you in the garden in your time of need.  

R/: Come and lead us to the heavenly joy with your 

angels and saints.  
 

First reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 

The kingdom of David will be established for ever in 

the sight of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 88:2-5, 27, 29 

Response: For ever I will sing the goodness of the 

Lord. 
 

Second reading:    Rom 16:25-27 

The mystery kept secret for endless ages is now 

revealed. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   Luke 1:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the servant of the Lord: 

may his will for me be done. 

Alleluia. 
 

Gospel:     Luke 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 

man named Joseph, of the House of David; and 

the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said 

to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is 

with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these 

words and asked herself what this greeting could 

mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be 

afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You 

are to conceive and bear a son, and you must 

name him Jesus. He will be great and will be 

called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 

give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will 

rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his 

reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, 

‘But how can this come about, since I am a vir-

gin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the an-

gel answered ‘and the power of the Most High 

will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will 

be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this 

too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, 

herself conceived a son, and she whom people 

called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing 

is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the 

Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done 

to me.’ And the angel left her. 

Communion Antiphon:   Is 7: 14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

Next Sunday’s readings: 1st reading: Gen 15:1-6, 

21:1-3; 2nd reading: Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Gospel: 

Lk 2:22-40 

Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, Interna-

tional Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” 

and “Excerpts from Universalis © 1996-2017 Univer-

salis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com.  

ernance of the Church.  I will establish one working-
group to examine every aspect of governance in the 

Archdiocese and another to review how our current 
proactive policies fit in with the Royal Commission’s 

recommendations and what more the recommenda-
tions will require of us. 
 We’ve begun to address the need for reform 
and renewal, recognising that confidence in the Catho-
lic Church and trust in Church leadership are at an all-
time low.  The rebuilding of confidence and the resto-
ration of trust will take a long time and there’s no 

short-cut.  It will be achieved only by a greater au-
thenticity which is serious about reform and renewal 
and serious about the call of the Gospel. 
 The Royal Commission has been a searing expe-
rience for everyone, but for believers it’s been an ex-

perience of searing grace – a grace we neither ex-

pected nor wanted but grace all the same.  Church 
leaders have broken faith, but Jesus remains faithful: 
that’s the grace.  Faith asks the question, Where is 
God in all this?  The abused God of Calvary is with us 
in the darkness.  This is the God who took flesh in Je-
sus, and who still takes flesh in the mess of human 
life now.  It’s also the God who broke the power of 

darkness by raising Jesus from the dead.  The resur-
rection isn’t just an event of the past.  It’s an experi-
ence here and now for those who put their trust in the 
power of God’s love, as we do now, confessing our sin 
and sharing our hope. 
 As one journey ends and another begins, I in-

vite you to look with me on the face of Jesus Christ to 

see there both the sorrow of Calvary and the joy of 
Easter, to understand the past and to glimpse the fu-
ture that the God in whom we hope is already prepar-
ing. 
+ Mark Coleridge 
December 2017 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve (Sunday 24th December) 

St Ita’s 5pm Mass (4.30pm Carols) 

St Mary’s 7pm Mass (6pm Carols & children’s nativity) 
 

Christmas Day  (Monday 25th December): 
 

OLPS Fairfield 7am Mass 
 

**No 8am Mass at St Ita’s** 
 

St Francis  9am Mass (8.30am Carols) 

 
 

St Mary’s  9am Mass 
 

St Mary’s  5pm Mass 


