
DUTTON PARK 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

EMBRACING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
St Ita’s, Dutton Park, 

St Francis of Assisi, West End &  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fairfield. 
 

Under the care of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

MASS TIMES 
 

St Ita’s Church  

(Pope St., Dutton Park) 

Monday to Friday: 6.15am 

Saturday (Vigil): 5pm 

Sunday:  8.00am 

  10.30am (Indonesian) 
 

St Francis’ Church  

(47 Dornoch Tce., West End) 

Sunday: 9am 
 

Church of Our Lady of  

Perpetual Succour  

(Victoria St., Fairfield) 

Sunday: 7am  

(Anointing of the sick: 1st 

Sunday and upon request.) 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday 9.30am monthly 

1st Saturday  St Francis’ 
2nd Saturday St Mary’s  
3rd Saturday  St Ita’s 

Family preparation sessions at St 
Ita’s church on the first Thursday 
night of each month at 6.30pm 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday St Ita’s: 4-4.50pm 

(or upon request 30 mins  

  before or after mass) 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 
(20 Merivale St., South Brisbane) 

Monday to Friday: 7am 

Saturday: 8am (Rosary after Mass) 

Sunday: 9am and 5pm 

Confession: Sat 8.30-9.30am; 

    Sun 4-4.45pm 

Devotion: First Friday of each 

month at 6pm 
 

ST ITA’S SCHOOL 
Phone: (07)3838 8400 
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au  

Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au 

NEWSLETTER 

Administrator:  Fr. Lam Vu OFM Cap 

Ass. Administrator: Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap 

Parish Secretary:  Bernadette Maguire 

Sacramental Administrator: Kate Dart 

Email:  stitaspar@bne.catholic.net.au  

Telephone:    (07) 3844 2744 

Mail:   PO Box 3857, West End, Qld 4101 
 

Parish Office:  47 Dornoch Terrace 

   West End  Qld  4102 
 

Office Hours:  9am - 2pm, Mon-Fri 

Website:   www.duttonparkcatholic.org.au 

(07) 3257 2258 
www.odonnelllegal.com.au 

Christmas Time (Year B) 

25th December 2017 

2017 Volunteers Thank You Evening 
A wonderful night was enjoyed by all as Fr Lam thanked the volunteers 

who helped in any way throughout 2017. Your efforts have helped to 
form a vibrant and compassionate community.  

 

We would like to wish each Parishioner and 

their household a very happy and holy  

Christmas. From all of us in the Parish Office. 
Fr Lam , Fr John, Bernadette & Kate 

RIVER TREE HEALTH FAMILY MEDICAL 
10 Browning Street, WEST END3036 2744    

 Family Doctor available  Specialists, gut-health & 
integrative medicine   Bulk billing general medi-
cal check ups  between 8am and 5pm  Open 

after work hours for busy people  Limited num-
ber of discounted psychologist consultations for 

Students, Seniors, Aged-Care, Disability and  
DVA with a Mental Health Care Plan –  Mental Health 

Care Plans can be arranged where appropriate,  
Call us to book or drop in for more information  

 

 



Parish Office Christmas Closure 

 
The Parish Office will be closed from 

lunchtime Friday, 22 December 2017 and will 

re-open on  

Monday 15th January 2018 
* please note there will be no newsletters during this period* 

Christmas Eve Mass 

Entrance Antiphon   Ps 2: 7 

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. 

It is I who have begotten you this day. 
 

First reading    Isaiah 9:1-7 

A Son is given to us. 
 

Psalm     Psalm 95:1-3,11-13 

Response: Today is born our Saviour,  

 Christ the Lord. 
 

Second reading    Titus 2:11-14 

God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Luke 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Good News and great joy to all the world:  

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Luke 2:1-14 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 

whole world to be taken. This census – the first – took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and every-

one went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph 

set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and trav-

elled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Beth-

lehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in or-

der to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. While they were there the time 

came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to 

a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was 

no room for them at the inn.  

In the countryside close by there were shepherds 

who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their 

flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord ap-

peared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round 

them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not 

be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to 

be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ 

And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng 

of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon   John 1: 14 

The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory. 
 

Next Sunday’s readings: 1st reading: Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3; 

2nd reading: Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Gospel: Lk 2:22-40 
Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts from Universalis © 1996-

2017 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com.  

Christmas Day Mass 

Entrance Antiphon    Cf. Is 9:5 

A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; 

his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 

and his name will be called Messenger of great coun-

sel. 

First reading    Isaiah 52:7-10 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of 

our God. 

Psalm     Psalm 97:1-6 

Response: All the ends of the earth have seen the  

 saving power of God. 

Second reading    Hebrews 1:1-6 

In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations and adore the Lord, 

Today a great light has come upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel     John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with 

God and the Word was God. He was with God in the 

beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one 

thing had its being but through him. All that came to 

be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a 

light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could 

not overpower. 

 A man came, sent by God. His name was John. 

He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the 

light, so that everyone might believe through him. He 

was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 

 The Word was the true light that enlightens all 

men; and he was coming into the world. He was in the 

world that had its being through him, and the world did 

not know him.  He came to his own domain and his 

own people did not accept him. But to all who did ac-

cept him he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him who was born 

not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of 

man but of God himself. 

 The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only 

Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is 

the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks 

before me because he existed before me.’ 

 Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, re-

ceived – yes, grace in return for grace, since, though 

the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth 

have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 

God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s 

heart, who has made him known. 

Communion Antiphon   Cf. Ps 97: 3 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 

God. 
Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts from Universalis © 1996-

2017 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com.  

TWO MINUTE CATECHISM 

ORIGIN OF "THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS" 

An Underground Catechism 
 

You're all familiar with the Christmas song, "The Twelve 

Days of Christmas" I think. To most it's a delightful nonsense 

rhyme set to music. But it had a quite serious purpose 

when it was written. 
 

It is a good deal more than just a repetitious melody with 

pretty phrases and a list of strange gifts. 
 

Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, when 

Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England, 

were prohibited from ANY practice of their faith by law - 

private OR public. It was a crime to BE a Catholic.  
 

"The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in England as 

one of the "catechism songs" to help young Catholics 

learn the tenets of their faith - a memory aid, when to be 

caught with anything in *writing* indicating adherence to 

the Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned, it 

could get you hanged, or shortened by a head - or 

hanged, drawn and quartered, a rather peculiar and 

ghastly punishment I'm not aware was ever practiced an-

ywhere else.  

Hanging, drawing and quartering involved hanging a per-

son by the neck until they had almost, but not quite, suffo-

cated to death; then the party was taken down from the 

gallows, and disembowelled while still alive; and while the 

entrails were still lying on the street, where the execution-

ers stomped all over them, the victim was tied to four 

large farm horses, and literally torn into five parts - one to 

each limb and the remaining torso. 
 

The songs gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings of 

the faith. The "true love" mentioned in the song doesn't 

refer to an earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself. The "me" 

who receives the presents refers to every baptized person. 

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother 

partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her 

helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression of 

Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered thee under 

my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not 

have it so..." 
 

The other symbols mean the following: 

2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments 

3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological 

Virtues 

4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evange-

lists 

5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, 

the "Pentateuch", which gives the history of man's fall from 

grace. 

6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation 

7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the 

seven sacraments  

8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes 

9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

10 Lords A-leaping = the Ten Commandments 

11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles 

12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in 

the Apostle's Creed 

 

--Fr. Hal Stockert, Fishnet  

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar (Psalm Responses) 

Christmas Time 

Tuesday 26th: St Stephen (Feast) 

R/ Into your hands, O Lord, I entrust my spirit. 

Wednesday 27th: St John (Feast) 

R/ Let the just rejoice in the Lord. 

Thursday 28th: The Holy Innocents (Feast) 

R/ Our soul has escaped like a bird from the hunter’s net. 

Friday 29th: 5th day in Octave of Nativity 

R/ Let heaven and earth exult in joy! 

Saturday 30th: 6th day in Octave of Nativity 

R/ Let heaven and earth exult in joy!  

Please note: 
Fr Lam is on annual leave from  

Tuesday 26th December until  
Friday 12th January 2018.  

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Fairfield 
1st Sunday of each Month 

Anointing the sick 7am mass 

ST FRANCIS’ TABLE—ministry to the elderly 

Resumes on Monday 29th January 2018  10am-1pm at  

St Francis’ Hall, West End.   

All welcome! 

First Friday Devotion to the  Sacred Heart of Jesus 
5th January 2018 

First Friday of each month 6pm at St Mary’s  

Mass, Novena and Confession 
 

Adoration— every Sunday 4pm  

Awaken Together In Christ 
Every Tuesday 7pm St Francis Hall 

Resumes on Tuesday 16th January 2018  

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS  

A SINCERE THANK-YOU to Parishioners 
for your generous donations to  our Christ-
mas Hampers Appeal. Together with the gen-

erosity of the St Ita’s and St Laurence’s school commu-
nities, we were able to pack and distribute 60+ bounti-
ful hampers which will brighten Christmas for ap-

St Ita’s Dutton Park  - Family Mass 
 4th Saturday of each month 5pm 

(during school terms only)  
Please join us for mass and stay for a sausage sizzle. 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously for 
the Capuchin Ministry to the homeless.  Your support 
has filled our store cupboards for the entire 2018 year.  

Blessings from the  
Franciscan Immaculatine Sisters and Capuchin Friars 

Parish Activities in 2018 

St Mary’s South Brisbane—Morning Tea—
celebrated on special Feast Days throughout 2018 

—contact parish office for dates. 

St Francis of Assisi West End 
 

1st Sunday of each Month 
Morning Tea following the 9am Mass 


