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24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Year A - 17th September 2023

Good News Reflection:
The freedom of forgiveness

Jesus' message in this Sunday's Gospel reading ex-
plains a line from the "Our Father" prayer he had
taught earlier (Matthew 6:12): "Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us."

The strongest word here is "AS" - the same as, just
like, in equal measure.

If there is anyone we have not forgiven, if there is
anyone we cannot pray for with love, we'd better
keep our mouths shut during this part of the prayer
to our Father, who is the Father of all.

Sometimes, it's difficult to forgive because we think
"forgiving" means "forgetting". Jesus never said that
we must forget what the debtor owes. Forgiveness
means remembering - and learning from the
memory - without demanding repayment or retribu-
tion. Unforgiveness is a form of punishment: it's pay-
back time. For example, if we remain angry, we hope
that our anger or coldness will somehow punish the
sinner into repentance. Well, guess what. That never
works.

Here's something else we do that never works: hold-
ing a grudge to protect ourselves from getting hurt
again. Grudges do not free us from the pain of bad

memories. It chains us to them.

When we free others from the debts they owe us for
hurting us (whether they seek it or not, whether
they're still alive or not), we free ourselves and our
healing begins - OUR healing!

It's the most loving gift that we can give to our-
selves, as it's a gift of love to others. Even when they
don't recognize our gift, God does.

Questions for Personal Reflection:
Who angers you because they don't deserve your
forgiveness? What are you gaining from unfor-
giveness and resentment? What will you lose if you
forgive?
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RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

If you are interested in becoming a Catholic or com-
pleting your sacraments, join our RCIA program.

Introduction/Information Session
Saturday 16th September 2023 - 2.30pm
St Ita’s School meeting room, Dutton Park

Contact the Parish Office for more information.
Cost free!

Welcome to New Parishioners
Please make yourselves known to our Priests and to the parishioners who greet you as you arrive.
For more information about our parish or how to volunteer in the Church ministry or our activities,
please contact the Parish Office below.

MASS TIMES

St Mary’s (20 Merivale St, South Brisbane)
e Mon-Fri: 7am | Sat: 8am (Rosary after Mass)
e Sunday: 9am and 5pm

St Francis of Assisi (47 Dornoch Tce, West End)
e Sunday: 9am

St Ita’s (Pope St, Dutton Park)
e Saturday (Vigil): 5pm
e Sunday: 10.30am (Indonesian)

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
(Victoria St, Fairfield)

e Sunday: 7am

CONFESSION

St Mary’s Church
Sat: 8.30am-9am | Sun: 4.15-4.45pm

St Ita’s Church
By appointment (contact parish office)

More information:

Websites: - www.southbrisbanestmarys.org.au
- www.duttonparkcatholic.org.au

FB: - www.facebook.com/stmaryssouthbrisbane/
- www.fb.me/duttonparkwestendcatholicparish

PARISH ADMINISTRATION

Parish Priest: Fr. Joshy Parappully OFM Cap
Email: pp.southbrisbane@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Deacon: Deacon Adam Walk

Email: walka@bne.catholic.net.au
Pastoral Coordinator: Sr. Salvation Bunao SFI
Parish Secretary: Niken Westerman
Finance Officer: Kevin Bhasin

Parish Youth: southbrisbane@bne.catholic.net.au

Safeguarding Officers:

e St Mary’s Church : Chris Bolger (0407 480 205)

e St Francis of Assisi: Liam Cunnane (0477 306 166)
e St Ita’s Church: Liam O’Rourke (0411 033 321)

e OLPS Church: Paul Hogan (0418 742 760)

Office: 47 Dornoch Tce, West End, Q 4101

Telephone: 07 3324 3732

Postal: PO Box 3857, West End, Q 4101

Emails: - southbrisbane@bne.catholic.net.au
- stitaspar@bne.catholic.net.au

ST ITAS’'S PRIMARY SCHOOL
247 Gladstone Rd, Dutton Park, Q 4102
Phone: (07) 3838 8400
Email: pduttonpark@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stitasduttonpark.qld.edu.au
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READINGS AT MASS

First reading: Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both
are found with the sinner.

He who exacts vengeance will experience the venge-
ance of the Lord, who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when
you pray, your sins will be forgiven.

If a man nurses anger against another, can he then de-
mand compassion from the Lord?

Showing no pity for a man like himself, can he then
plead for his own sins?

Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; who
will forgive him his sins?

Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember
dissolution and death, and live by the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your
neighbour ill-will; remember the covenant of the Most
High, and overlook the offence.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12

R: The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger,
and rich in compassion.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord

and never forget all his blessings. R/

It is he who forgives all your guilt,

who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with love and compassion. R/

His wrath will come to an end;

he will not be angry for ever.

He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.” R/

For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west

so far does he remove our sins.” R/

Second reading: Romans 14:7-9

The life and death of each of us has its influence on oth-
ers; if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we
die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the
Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to
life: it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead
and of the living.

Gospel Acclamation: John 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!

I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must
I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but sev-
enty-seven times.

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who decided to settle his accounts with his serv-
ants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a
man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no
means of paying, so his master gave orders that he
should be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the serv-
ant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me
time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the
servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go
and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out,
he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him
one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat

and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me” he
said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him,
saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown
into prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow serv-
ants were deeply distressed when they saw what had
happened, and they went to their master and reported
the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him.
“You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt
of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not
bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as
I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed
him over to the torturers till he should pay all his debt.
And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you
unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’

Communion Antiphon: Cf. Ps 35: 8

How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your
wings.

Universalis © 1996-2018
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THIS WEEK'S Psalm Responses

Monday 18th:
Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my prayer.

Tuesday 19th:
I will walk with blameless heart.

Wednesday 20th: Memorial (Sts Andrew Kim Taegon
and Paul Chong Hasang)
How great are the works of the Lord!

Thursday 21st: Feast (St Matthew)
Their message goes out through all the earth.

Friday 22nd:
Happy the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is
theirs!

Saturday 23rd: Memorial (St Pius of Pietrelcina)
Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY’'S READINGS

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
2nd reading: Philippians 1:20-24,27
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK

If you know anyone who is homebound and wishes
to receive Holy Communion at their home, please
contact the Parish Office (details at the back page).

MASS INTENTION

If you wish to have a mass intention for your depart-
ed loved ones, please use the envelope provided at
the foyer of the Churches.

Please print the names for whom the mass is intend-
ed clearly with the specific date of the mass, and
hand it in to the Priest/Church Coordinator.

PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE (MAY- OCTOBER)

Invite the Pilgrim Virgin statue into your §%ﬁ}
home between May to October and commit 4
to pray the Rosary everyday while it is at fy_f{;@i\j

your home. ot

Please contact the Parish Office for arrangements.




FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2023

Our congratulations to 38 children who received their
first Holy Communion last weekend at St Ita’s
Church and St Mary’s Church.

We acknowledge the effort and care of parents and
guardians in helping their children through this im-
portant sacramental journey.

Special thanks and appreciation to Sr Salvacion, the
Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity and to all those
who helped in these celebrations in our Parish.

Celebration at St Ita’s Church

ST FRANCIS' TABLE
Ministry for the Elderly

St Francis Table Ministry witnessed the wonderful
work of the Holy Spirit through the recent generous
donations of juices, muffins through the kind gener-
osity of Heidi and Dominic Batson.

Further, their nephew Andre sponsored a meal this
Monday which greatly assisted in the home delivery
of 100 packed meals to the elderly in our ministry.

If anyone is able to support or assist our ministry in
any way, please contact the Parish Office.

CALLING ALL SINGERS MYS‘,'ERYTHEARTOF
&MISSION «IEIEEERBGRAC#EW
Don’t miss this wonderful oppor-

tunity to be part of a massed choir to sing at St Ste-
phen’s Cathedral on Friday 29 September at 5:30pm
as part of the National Liturgy and Liturgical Music

Conference taking place here in Brisbane.

Archbishop Mark will preside at this special Mass
which will be attended by bishops, clergy, religious
and lay conference delegates from around the coun-
try.

Please complete the registration form at https://
Ibsurvey.weebly.com/conference-choristers.html
where you will be able to download the list of music
tracks.

For enquiries phone Liturgy Brisbane on 3324 3321.

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Hall, West End

Inspired by the Catholic parish dances held around Brisbane during
the 1950s-1970s (ask your parents and grandparents about them!),
the St Francis Social will be a good ol fashion dance/social mixer
for young adults in their 20s and 30s, with a bit of fundraising for
local charities thrown in for good measure.

GOOD TUNES + GOOD DANCING + GOOD CROWD +
FOR A GOOD CAUSE = A GOOD NIGHT OUT

0 stfrancissocials stfrancissocials

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
& TO PURCHASE YOUR
$20 (+BF) TICKETS

whe m
os€
cho© POPE FRANCIS

2% SEPTEMBER 2023 | 2:30PM

CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN
LMD e

ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE

MASS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS
AND F”FUVMM‘ CES TN THE CATHEDRAL GROUNDS

SCAN
HERE TO
MGISIER =5

—

For more information contact Liliana Ortiz at ortizi@bne.catholic.net.au
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p palms Australia Call to Global Mission with Palms
J Australia

Mission: Transform Lives- theirs...and yours
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking
Australians from a variety of professions and trades
to share their skills and knowledge with those who
have few other chances for training.

Build enduring global relationships while assisting
sustainable, self-reliant, community development.
Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below.
. On our website you can also see news including sto-
Uluru Statement ¢ ries from those currently supported in Timor-Leste,
From the Heart Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand.

FREE ONLINE DISCUSSION SERIES Please enquire further about potential as-
signments for you or someone you know:
RING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567.

Prayer, scripture reading and discussion Wm WEB: www.palms.org.au
on the Uluru Statement from the Heart OR be equally helpful as a volunteer Admin.
n sy Mgyt i Vicuaa Pt Assistant in Palms Petersham Nth Office.
Tuesdays 11:00am - 1215pm
via Microsoft Teams
19 September. 26 September,
St 25 sprambe ADVERTISE HERE
Register via email (Please contact the Parish Office)
beache@bne.catholic. netau

When was the last time you Celebrating

reviewed your Will? 140 years of
/ HopgoodGanim Lawyers is a leading Australian

independent legal and advisory firm operating nationally family tradition.

and intemationally from Brisbane and Perth.
1883~-2023

We can help you with:

Key contact:

= Wills and estate planning
= Estate administration and disputes
Lo lpaies Visit our websits vaww hopgoodganim, com. Phone 3252 2031 kmsmith.com.au
PARISH ACTIVITIES 2023 PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
BAPTISMS Please consider giving to
e 2nd Saturday of the Month - 9.30am: St Mary'’s our planned giving program.

(22019 (5 FasRmirL) Your continued support for our Parishes is appreciated.

PRAYER & ADORATION If you'd like to use direct debit please complete the
e Tuesday 6.30pm: St Mary’s Church form below and return to the Parish Office.

e Sunday 4pm: St Mary’s Church
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC I:\DORATION
Saturdays after 8am Mass until Sundays 8.30am o Dutton Park Parish Direct Debit Request Form

ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS

e 1st Friday - 7am: St Mary’s Church
e 1stSaturday - 5pm: St Ita’s Church e St Mary's Parish South Brisbane

e 1st Sunday - 7am:  OLPS Fairfield BSB: 064-786

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY (School Term Onl Acc No: 100 009 890 .

« Saturday - 5.00pm: o G (v)%n Mass) Ref:  Your Last Name and Collections
e Sunday - 9.00am: St Mary’s Church

e St Mary’s Parish Direct Debit Request Form

Other ways of giving direct internet transfer:

e Dutton Park Parish:

FAMILY MASS (School term only) ESB N 06‘;-0708822 g5
- g / cc No:
* A4th Saturday - 5pm: St Ita’s Church Ref: Last Name and Collections
ST FRANCIS TABLE - Ministry to the Elderly
e 1st and 3rd Monday: 9am -1pm We also have Tap n Go
St Francis Hall, 47 Dornoch Tce, West End see Church Coordinator at Mass.
SAFEGUARDING
St Mary’s Catholic Parish and Dutton Park Catholic Parish have zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and
are committed to safeguarding everyone involved in their activities, ministries and services.
The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. ’

To make an anonymous report call 1300 304 550. For more information visit brisbanecatholic.org.au/safeguarding
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